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Editorial
Dear readers,
Welcome to the sixth issue of the KeyCoNet newsletter; the last
issue to be published in 2013!
KeyCoNet is the European Policy Network on Key Competences in
School Education, funded under the European Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme. This newsletter (available in English,
French, German, Portuguese and Spanish) aims to keep readers
up to date with the network’s news, activities and outputs.
KeyCoNet News is published three times a year providing regular
reports on developments regarding the network’s activities, website and events, as well as EU, international and national news related to key competence development in school education. Each
issue also features a special focus either on a specific aspect of
key competence development, or a recent output of the network’s
activities. This edition’s special focus reports on the seven key
competence initiatives selected by the network to be developed
into in-depth case studies in 2014.
We wish you a pleasant read of this sixth issue, and look forward
to sending you the next edition of KeyCoNet News early in 2014.

Caroline Kearney
(Education Analyst & KeyCoNet Project Manager, European Schoolnet)
On behalf of the KeyCoNet Network
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ABOUT KEYCONET - THE KEY
COMPETENCE NETWORK:

its took place: one in Dublin, where the Irish
Key Skills reform is being implemented, and
one in Brussels, where partners learned about
the cross-curricular objectives reform. The full
KeyCoNet is focused on analyzing initiatives reports and videos of both peer learning visits
on the implementation of key competences in are available on the KeyCoNet website.
primary and secondary school education across
Europe. Visit the Project Results page on the Finally, on the basis of the evidence collected
KeyCoNet website (http://keyconet.eun.org/ during the project’s lifetime via the above menproject-results) to access the various outputs tioned outputs, recommendations for policy
and practice will be formulated in 2014, reproduced by the network so far.
garding the enablers and obstacles to a holistic
KeyCoNet has produced two literature reviews implementation of KCD. Watch out for inon key issues in relation to the definition and formation on our website in early 2014
implementation of key competences in school on how to take part in a public online
education in Europe and assessment approach- consultation to have your say on the
es. Moreover, network partners have collabo- recommendations, the final version of
rated with project coordinators at national lev- which will be made available at the end
el to produce case notes (available in English, of 2014.
French, Portuguese and Spanish) describing
Key Competence Development (KCD) initiatives Although this project uses the 2006 Eurotaking place in their countries. The most inter- pean Framework as a reference point, we are
esting of these case notes have been selected by aware that key competences can be expressed
the network to be developed into case studies and understood in different ways, according to
(detailed analyses based on a rigorous meth- each national context. The network therefore
odology drafted by researchers and policy an- embraces an open and inclusive approach.
alysts). KeyCoNet has recently produced
Communication in the mother tongue
a new series of case notes, in depth case
studies and accompanying videos anaCommunication in foreign languages
lysing key competence based initiatives,
Mathematical competence and basic
which will shortly be available on the
competences in science and technology
KeyCoNet website, and can be accessed
Digital competence
from the project results page.
Learning to learn
A European mapping report and country
overviews have also been produced and made
available on our website, monitoring the state
of progress of KCD in various countries across
Europe. Each year, peer learning visits take
place in a country where an interesting KCD reform has been identified. Last year, KeyCoNet
partners visited Seville, to learn about the Andalusian programme for the integration of key
competences. This year, two peer learning vis-

http://keyconet.eun.org

Social and civic competences
Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship
Cultural awareness and expression
European Framework for Key Competences (2006)

Among KeyCoNet’s 16 partners, coming from
10 countries (Austria, Belgium, Estonia, Finland, France, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Spain
and Sweden), are Ministries of Education/related agencies, universities/research institutes,
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European organizations and practice related
partners. This diverse partnership allows for
effective cross-fertilization between policy
makers, researchers and practitioners. KeyCoNet also has a growing number of associate members, and aims to further increase the
number of participating countries and expand
the diversity of its stakeholders. Check out
the EU News section of this newsletter
to learn more about our 13 new associate members who recently joined the
network, and the Get Involved section
to become an associate member.

EU / INTERNATIONAL
KCD NEWS

Objectives reform, through an open dialogue
with Bart Maes (Flemish Inspectorate of Education), Karel Coppens (Cross-Curricular
Objectives Coordinator, Technical Institute
Sint-Antonius, Gent) and the student teacher
Fiona Balke (Provincial Education Antwerp).
To learn more about this curricular reform,
check out the recently published video which
was launched at the peer learning visit which
illustrates how the cross-curricular objectives
have been implemented through a sports day
cross-curricular project in the Flemish vocational school, Higher Technical Institute
Sint-Antonius (HTISA) in Gent. You can also
refer to the Special Focus of the previous KeyCoNet newsletter about the school sports day
in Gent.

KeyCoNet’s next peer learning visit in
KeyCoNet’s 4th Network Meeting and Malta in 2014
Peer Learning Visit at the Flemish Ministry of Education in Brussels
KeyCoNet would like to warmly thank our
European Schoolnet hosted the 4th KeyCoNet
network meeting in Brussels on 2-4 October
2013. This was an especially successful event,
which for the first time brought together all
full partners as well as 12 representatives
from our associate members face-to-face. The
meeting allowed partners to exchange and debate on national key competence initiatives.
Moreover, the meeting included extended opportunities for group work allowing partners
and associates time to discuss the network’s
recommendations which are currently in progress, as well as fine-tune the network’s work
programme for 2014.
At the same occasion, partners and associates attended a short peer learning visit to the
Flemish Ministry of Education, organized by
our Belgian partner AKOV. This was an opportunity for the network to learn more indepth about the Flemish Cross-Curricular

http://keyconet.eun.org

associate member, the Maltese Ministry of
Education, for agreeing to host the next peer
learning visit in Malta on 28-30 April 2014.
The network is looking forward to the opportunity to learning more about the Maltese
Core Curriculum Programme which targets
the educational development of low achievers
through a key competence curriculum reform
which importantly targets assessment for
learning strategies, the training of teachers
and mentors, as well as the provision of accompanying learning resources and guidance.
The programme has only very recently begun
implementation, and despite it being within
the specific context of Malta, it has been considered by the network as an inspirational
example of a systemic, national approach to
key competence development, which has the
potential to stimulate other countries’ reflections and also feed into the development of
KeyCoNet’s recommendations.

4

First KeyCoNet webinar on Entrepreneurship Education
Do you want to learn more about entrepreneurship education and the important related
skills teachers and students can learn through
it? Then join us for KeyCoNet’s first webinar
due to take in mid-January 2014! More details and instructions to join the webinar will
be available soon on the KeyCoNet website!
As a taster, check out our recently published
video about the final event of the Global Enterprise Project in Turin, where students
learned about business and entrepreneurship
skills in a multicultural context.

KeyCoNet collaboration with SIRIUS and
TRANSIt.
KeyCoNet is very pleased to announce that
it is now affiliated to the European TRANSit
project focused on building teachers’ competences, and it has been accepted as collaborative network of the European Policy Network,
SIRIUS, concerned with the education of migrants. KeyCoNet looks forward to a fruitful
collaboration between the European networks
in order to share project results and to enable
long-term cooperation on these related areas
on a European scale.

Briefing Papers on ICT in schools
European Schoolnet’s Observatory has just
published the latest issue of the Briefing Papers series dedicated to ICT in schools. The
4th issue, Using the internet safely and responsibly: How confident are teenagers in behaving safely and responsibly in an online
environment?, explores safe and responsible
behaviour online. It investigates teenagers’
confidence in behaving safely and responsi-

http://keyconet.eun.org

bly in an online environment and to what extent countries differ in levels of student confidence and school eSafety policies. Sign up to
receive future European Schoolnet Briefing
Papers.

KeyCoNet at EMINENT
European Schoolnet’s
annual conference EMINENT: Experts Meeting in Education Networking took place this
year in Helsinki on 4-5 December. KeyCoNet
has been presented in a workshop on 4 December dedicated to students’ and teachers’ entrepreneurship skills. The workshop discussed the
Entrepreneurial School project, which was selected by KeyCoNet to be developed into a case
study next year. The project which started at
the end of 2012, will produce a virtual guide for
teachers on entrepreneurial learning, and will
include various entrepreneurial tools and methods organised in 35 teacher-friendly packages
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for use in primary, secondary, upper secondary
and vocational schools. The guide is intended to
be used in teachers’ initial teacher training and
continuous professional development.

a very low cost. Usually structured and
well-designed tasks lead to the greatest
achievements.

• F
 eedback has high impact at a low cost.
Feedback studies show different results:
The objective of the project is to make it easy
for some of them giving feedback can have
for teachers to apply entrepreneurial learning in
high effects on learning while for others
any subject area and for any age group. Schools
it is proved that they could make things
will have access to a quality framework and
worse.
assessment tool which will help educators set
milestones and assess progress.
• Meta-cognition & Self-regulation
known also as “learning to learn” have
Lifelong Learning Week
high impact at a low cost. They are usually
more incisive in small groups and tend to
EUCIS-LLL, the European Civil Society Platbe effective with lower achieving pupils.
form on Lifelong Learning, organized the third
Lifelong Learning Week that took place at the
European Parliament from 2 - 6 December 2013. • Peer tutoring has relatively high impact
at a low cost. Evidence shows that children
The special focus this year was the upcoming
from disadvantaged backgrounds make
European Elections in spring 2014. Events and
the biggest gains.
discussions focused on how to modernise education and training systems in Europe, including through competence-based education was • Social & emotional learning, at a very
low cost, has significant impact on attion the agenda.
tudes to learning and social relationships
The Sutton Trust - EEF Teaching and in school, but not all interventions are
equally effective at raising attainment.
Learning Toolkit
	
  
The Education Endowment Foundation has de- Thematic Working Group Languages
veloped a Teaching and Learning Toolkit in Education and Training - 12-13
which summarizes educational research and November
provides guidance for teachers and schools on
how best to use their resources. The Toolkit The working group on Languages in Education
currently covers 33 topics, each summarised and Training met to discuss the implementain terms of their average impact on results, the tion of language competences in education and
evidence supporting them, their cost and their training, including the digital domain, ICT and
applicability.
language learning. The thematic group works on
creating the conditions to ensure a better match
Below is a taster of some of the research results between the language competences acquired
concerning pedagogical methods associated to in education and the rapidly evolving demands
competence based education:
of our increasingly multilingual societies and
economies. Check out the report published by
• Collaborative learning, where pupils the group entitled Languages for Jobs – proviwork together on certain activities, has ding multilingual communication skills for the
a positive but not well-defined impact at labour market.
http://keyconet.eun.org
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Media and Learning Brussels 2013
The annual conference Media & Learning took place
in Brussels on 12 - 13 December. This year was focused on identifying
policies and initiatives that can promote digital
and media competence in education and training, in line with KeyCoNet’s goals.

Curricular Objectives and Harmonising
Theory and Practice

The international conference is hosted by the
German Rektor’s Conference on 20-21 January
2014 at the Zollverein World Heritage Site in
Essen, Germany. It will focus on essential challenges for initial teacher education, preparatory
and induction phases and advanced professional education and training for teachers in Europe
from both European and German perspectives.
Digital Competence Working Group
A concluding discussion involving experts and
Meeting
stakeholders will focus on challenges and opThe Digital Working Group, involved in defin- portunities in teacher education, similarities
ing, implementing and assessing digital com- and structural differences among European
petencies, got together on the 5th November in teacher education systems and on what we can
Brussels to discuss how digital competences learn from each other.
should be assessed from European and national perspectives. KeyCoNet’s work was presented Conference Work-based Learning in
and discussed with the group, focusing on pro- Europe - renewing traditions.
ject results related to digital competence.
On 4-5 December 2013 the International BIBB
Conference (Federal Institute for Vocational EdFirst European inGenious conference
ucation and Training) on “work-based learning”
Towards 2020: Priorities for STEM
models took place in Bonn. The conference aim
education and careers.
was to discuss the associated consequences for
The inGenious (European the role and responsibility of the stakeholders
Coordinating Body for Sci- involved (the state, companies, trade unions,
ence, Technology, Engineering and Math ed- learners) and to identify joint elements of variucation coordinated by European Schoolnet) ous models of “work-based learning”.
conference, took place on 18 November. The
conference, unveiled the preliminary results of New associates have joined KeyCoNet’s
a unique study analysing school-industry col- growing community!
laboration in STEM education, and debated the
future of STEM education in Europe in the con- The community of associate members continues
text of Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+. It provided to grow and it currently includes 34 organizathe opportunity to strengthen and build on best tions based in 16 European countries (Albania,
practices: from practical implementation of in- Austria, Belgium, Croatia, France, Greece, Irenovative activities, to integration in the curricu- land, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Norway, Polum and recommendations for policy priorities. land, Portugal, Romania, Spain, and the United
Kingdom) as well as 4 European networks, representing a variety of countries and stakeholdEducation and Training for European
ers. New associate members can contribute to
Teachers: Competence Models,
http://keyconet.eun.org
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the KeyCoNet network, and benefit from it, in
several ways, including offering their unique
perspectives on the network’s draft recommendations for policy and practice on the implementation of key competences in school education.
A special thanks goes to our particularly active
associate members who attended the October
network meeting and/or produced case notes
describing their competence based initiatives.
We are delighted to announce that three 2013
case notes produced by associate members have
been selected by the network to be developed
into case studies in 2014: the Maltese Ministry
of Education’s Core Curriculum Programme,
the European TRANSit project, and the Polish
Educational Research Institute’sTeaching Tools
Database initiative. KeyCoNet extends a warm
welcome to all its new associate members, and
is pleased to present them to our readers briefly
below:

itoring activities. The core tasks of BIFIE are
quality development, educational monitoring,
development of school leaving examinations,
applied research in education, regular reporting
on national education research, and information
and advisory to school management.

Belgium

The Artesis Plantijn University College
Antwerp (http://www.
ap.be/) is a new university
college, originating from
the Artesis University College and the Plantijn University College. AP stands also for Antwerp and Province, Arts and Professional,
Ambitious and Passionate: the perfect name
to describe the university college! AP is characterized by unity in diversity. It is a university college in which different faculties are not
limited by their fields of study and expertise,
but they focus on interdisciplinary networks
Albania
and transfers, offering everyone, staff and
The Institute for Ed- students, the opportunity to grow and develucation Development op their talents.
(IED) (http://izha.edu.al/)
is a new institution, es- France
tablished under the Ministry of Education and Science. IED’s mission is
The Cercle de recherche
to provide the Ministry and other educational
et d’action pédagogiques
institutions with highly professional expertise
(CRAP)
and advice, based on results from research and (http://www.cahiers-pedagogiques.com/) is
practice in the educational and pedagogical sec- an autonomous research association comtors. Aurora Guxholli attended the 4th network posed by school practitioners covering all armeeting.
eas of education. The Cercle publishes teaching guides (cahiers pédagogiques) expressing
The Federal In- opinions on school reforms and innovative
stitute for Educa- pedagogies, with the aim of promoting and
tional Research, improving educational policies and practices.
Innovation and Development (BIFIE) The motto of the organization is “changing
(https://www.bifie.at/) was founded with the society to change schools, change school to
goal of improving the Austrian education sys- change society”.
tem thanks to high-quality research and mon-

http://keyconet.eun.org
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Greece

Norway

Ellinogermaniki Agogi
(http://www.ea.gr/) is a private Greek-German
school currently coordinating the EU-wide project TRANSIt. The school, which covers all stages of education, aims to provide an appropriate
environment for students to develop all the necessary skills and abilities for a prosperous life
and a successful career. Within the scope of the
broadest possible education, the school aims,
through a series of social and cultural activities,
to achieve what is suggested by its own name: a
balanced combination of the restless Greek spirit with German precision.

The Norwegian Centre
for ICT in Education
(www.iktsenteret.no) contributes to the realization and the development of ICT policies in
schools. Its main goals are to improve the quality of education and to improve learning outcomes and learning for children, pupils and students through the use of ICT in education. The
centre works to ensure that ICT contributes to
improved quality, enhanced learning and better learning strategies among Norwegian pupils, apprentices and students. The Norwegian
Centre for ICT in Education was the subject of
a case note on supporting students’ digital competences produced for KeyCoNet in 2012, which
The Institute is available on the KeyCoNet website. Ola Berge
of Education- attended the 4th network meeting.
al Policy (IEP) (www.iep.edu.gr) it is a private
legal entity and operates for the benefit of pub- Portugal
lic interest as an executive scientific body which
supports the Ministry of Education and ReliThe School of Education of Vigious Affairs, in the scientific research and study
seu (ESEV) (www.esev.ipv.pt/)
of the issues related to primary and secondary
is one of the five departments of
education, as well as the transition from secondthe Polytechnic Institute of Viseu
ary to tertiary education and the on-going sci- and offers undergraduate and master courses
entific and technical support for the design and in the area of initial teacher training and educaimplementation of educational policy issues.
tion. ESEV has also collaborated actively in the
organisation of in-service training for teachers
at the regional level and teacher training projects
Luxembourg
launched by the Ministry of Education. The ESThe Service de EV’s teaching staff is involved in research withCoordination de in the doctoral school of Education, technology
la Recherche et and health of the Polytechnic Institute.
de l’Innovation Pédagogiques et TechThe School of Ednologiques (SCRIPT) (www.script.lu/) operucation of Braates under the Ministry of National Education
and Professional Development for the promo- gança (ESEB) (http://portal.ipb.pt/)is a pubtion and implementation of pedagogical and lic institution of higher education that qualifies
technological research and innovation. Its aim pre-school and basic school teachers and prois to assure the quality of teaching in schools as fessionals in areas including arts, sports, social education, environmental education and
well as of teacher training.

http://keyconet.eun.org
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languages. ESEB has participated in national
programmes for upgrading teachers’ knowledge and competences, namely through helping them acquire first degree for those who
hold under-graduate diplomas, and has offered
post-graduate specialization programmes to
teachers and other technicians in the region.
Among its responsibilities in this area are the
Programme of In-service Teacher Training in
the district of Bragança and the Programme of
Continuous Training developed by the Ministry
of Education.

mathematical problems, collaborate and connect with people with similar interests and concerns and learn mathematics for life that will
allow you to achieve an active participation in
the knowledge society. Sangakoo helps keep the
mind active by stimulating, developing and preserving different abilities such as abstract thinking, analysing problems and issues logically,
mental flexibility and creativity and calculation
at different levels.

Romania

The TRANSIt (Transversal key competences for
lifelong learning: training teachers in competence
based education) (www.transit-project.eu/) European project, coordinated by our associate
partner Ellinogermaniki Agogi, aims to have a
positive impact on the development of students’
key competences by building and strengthening
teachers’ competence-based education. The project is currently developing a pilot teacher training methodology on the didactics and e-assessment of transversal competences.

European network

The Centre for Promoting lifelong learning
(CPIP) (http://cpip.ro/) is a
non-governmental and notfor-profit institution, active in the educational
and social field. CPIP’s main goal is to develop
a culture of lifelong learning. The institution
develops and implements national and international educational programmes and projects
and offers seminars, public campaigns, conferences and training for the promotion of lifelong News from partners/associates
learning. CPIP also promotes the principle of
equal opportunities and supports projects that Coaching for mathematical resilience
aim to improve the condition of women in Ro- (CfMR)
mania.
ASDAN is currently working with a research
group based at University of Warwick and the
Spain
Open University on one of the barriers perceived
Mathematical as insurmountable in developing key compecompetence tences: the fear of mathematics. The CfMR
is identified by all countries as key to all stu- group, led by The Progression Trust, The Centre
dents’ development. Sangakoo (www.sang- for Education Studies at the University of Warakoo.com/) is a web application for learning wick, ASDAN and the Association of Training
mathematics with an innovative methodology Providers in Coventry and Warwickshire, is
based on creative practice within a collabora- developing coaching skills training designed to
tive ecosystem, aimed at all educational settings overcome disengagement with mathematics.
(formal, non-formal and professional). This The aim of the course Coaching for mathematiunique approach to learning is based on three cal resilience is to address avoidance and anxiety
core principles: practice solving and creating of mathematics which is common in the UK and
http://keyconet.eun.org
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in other European countries in order to prepare
learners to have a more extended knowledge of
mathematic principles and to simplify the access
to further STEM-related higher education and
careers. Coaches for mathematical resilience
will work with students to help them face difficulties in mathematics and support their understanding of mathematical ideas rather than
solving mathematical problems. The project
will be presented at ICERI2013, the 6th International Conference of Education, Research and
Innovation which took place in Seville, on 18-20
November 2013.

Vocational Education & Training (VET)
to counter Social Exclusion
The event, coordinated by the SIRIUS network
on migrant education that took place on 22 November in Brussels, brought together European
stakeholders working in the field of migration
and education and training to exchange information and consider how vocational education
and training can be used to improve the professional and social inclusion of young people with
a migrant background. For more information:
http://www.sirius-migrationeducation.org/

Recent publications on key competence development in
Europe
 NESCO IBE – International Bureau of Education: Curriculum glossary - The
U
International Bureau of Education has recently published a Glossary of Curriculum Terminology
offering definitions for over 160 terms related to the curriculum. It is intended to function as a
working reference tool that can be used in a variety of contexts and help to stimulate reflection
among all those involved in curriculum development initiatives.
 urydice newsletter - Check out the first Eurydice newsletter! The Eurydice Network
E
provides information on and analyses of European education systems and policies.
 hird newsletter of the European Policy Network on School Leadership (EPNoSL)
T
- Keen on knowing more about school leadership? EPNoSL is a collaborative network that aims at
improving school leadership in Europe: read its third newsletter on EPNoSL website.
 ntrepreneurship Education – A guide for Educators - One of the key competences
E
in the Commission’s 2006 European Framework for key competences is the sense of
initiative and entrepreneurship. The European Commission has recently published a guide to
entrepreneurship that aims to support teachers in introducing entrepreneurial learning in
schools: “Entrepreneurship Education – A guide for Educators”. Find out more about the new
publication on the Commission’s website!
 uidelines for training on key competencies - Drafted by the CNIIE (Centro Nacional
G
de Innovación e Investigación Educativa), the guide aims to help the educational community
to reflect on the implications of the implementation of key competences at school. Available in
Spanish only.
 ompetence learning - KoKids - Developed by a group of experts from the University of
C
Teacher Training in Vienna, KoKids is a new publication for teachers providing input on working
on key competences with pupils aged between 3 and 19 in public schools.

http://keyconet.eun.org
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NATIONAL KCD NEWS
Language and literacy development in
German schools
The German Federal Ministry of Education
and Research has started a five-year joint
initiative to promote children’s language and
reading skills: Sprachförderung, Sprachdiagnostik und Leseförderung. The aim of the
project is to develop language education in
primary education in order to support children in their language and literacy development and reading comprehension. A further
step will be to improve reading fluency, develop a more complex language structure and
work on writing and reading in digital media.

Day organised by the Higher Technical Institute Sint-Antonius (HTISA) in Ghent, Belgium.
Portugal – Eduscratch, Aiana Primary
School, Portugal
EduScratch is an initiative aimed at promoting the educational use of a programming
language – Scratch. This tool allows the development of computational thinking and
has proven to have huge potential in developing different types of skills (digital and subject-relate) in students. The video shows the
use of Scratch at the Aiana Primary School.
Europe – JA-YE’s Global Enterprise
Project (1), Turin

FERA Conference on Education 2013,
Jyväskylä, 21–22 November 2013

The Global Enterprise Project brings company volunteers together with students aged
15-18, in order to teach them business and
The annual Finnish Educational Research entrepreneurship skills in an international
Association (FERA) Conference on Educatio- business context.
nal Research took place this year at the University of Jyväskylä. During the conference Europe – JA-YE’s Global Enterprise
the Finnish KeyCoNet case study was pre- Project (2), Turin
sented through a poster session on Co-designing 21st Century Learning Environments The video produced by JA-YE shows the added
value of the Global Enterprise Challenge in
with Upper Secondary School Students.
education. Students are encouraged to work
Recently published videos on key com- with other people in a multicultural environment, to learn skills useful for their future
petence development
job and to understand the importance of enBelow you can find a taster of the new videos trepreneurship.
published on the KeyCoNet website in relation to the network’s 2013 case studies:
Belgium – Cross-Curricular Final Objectives, HTISA Sports Day, Ghent
The video shows the implementation of the
Belgian Cross-Curricular Final Objectives
through an Olympic and Paralympic Sports

http://keyconet.eun.org
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SPECIAL FOCUS:
2014 case studies
By the end of 2013, KeyCoNet will have produced 15 new case notes, adding to the 35 initiatives already collected in the course of 2012.
The new case notes describe initiatives from 7
countries (Austria, France, Ireland, Malta, Poland, Spain, and Sweden) as well as three European initiatives. Partners and associates had the
chance to consider each of the cases prior to the
network’s last meeting in October, where they
were further discussed to decide which would
benefit from a more in-depth analysis, to fuel
the network’s forthcoming recommendations.
Among the 15 cases identified by partners and
associates, 7 were selected to be developed into
case studies in 2014, and a snapshot describing
these initiatives is given below.
Project Maths – National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment – Ireland

Core Curriculum Programme –
Ministry of Education – Malta
The Core Curriculum Programme in Malta
targets secondary school students and aims to
improve the outcomes of key competence learning in all subjects and expand the methods
used to assess them. The programme is based
on a constructivist approach and therefore assessment for learning is the overarching pedagogy together with inquiry based learning
to make learning more relevant and evidence
based. Learners following the Core Curriculum
Programme will keep a portfolio collecting significant and diverse evidence of achievements
in key competences. A diverse range of assessment methods will put emphasis on the different evidence collected rather than on the result
obtained by one method of assessment. As a
result of the curricular reform and programme,
absenteeism and drop-out rates are expected to
decrease.
TRANSIt project – EU

In Irish schools there is a lack of interest in
mathematics and students have an insufficient
level of basic mathematical reasoning. The didactic approach in Ireland was previously very
traditional and the teaching methods were
based on rote learning and procedures, with
a lack of context, application and in-depth
knowledge of basic concepts. Project Maths was
first implemented in 2008, beginning with an
initial 24 schools, and has now been mainstreamed to all schools in Ireland. Project Maths
aims to empower students in Irish secondary
schools to develop mathematical proficiency by
completely changing the learning experience
and the approach to the teaching and assessment of mathematics. In the new approach,
students need to learn mathematics by thinking
mathematically, particularly in concrete, reallife situations.

http://keyconet.eun.org

The TRANSIt project’s main aim is to impact on
the development of students’ key competences
through increasing teachers’ awareness of
transversal competences and by training them
in the didactics and assessment of this method.
An effective training approach will directly
contribute to design teaching and learning activities that are aimed at increasing students’
motivation to learn and thereby enhancing the
acquisition of transversal key competences by
all students. The project’s methods will facilitate
the development of creativity, adaptation to the
rapidly changing circumstances, intercultural
and multilingual competences, social development, “learning to learn” competences and an
improved perception of one’s own capacity to
solve problems.
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Mobile Learning Tutors – Federal
Ministry for Education, the Arts and
Culture – Austria
Mobile Learning Tutors promotes the use
of mobile devices such as notebooks, tablets
and smartphones in education. Deep changes
concerning communication in our society has
caused an urgent need to strengthen students’
digital skills, in order to help them to face the
huge amount of information they are exposed
to every day: in addition to the standard curriculum students need also to learn and be proficient in digital skills, safer internet, how to use
social media and to search the internet. Digital
mobile devices will be used as “mobile learning
tutors” that help to increase students’ digital
skills and to improve teachers’ teaching methods in a digital education process. A number
of schools involved in the project have tried tutoring with eBuddies, in which students in the
first grade of secondary school tutored students
in primary schools on how to use and handle
mobile devices.

level of competences, develop their creativity,
and prevent and reduce school failure by promoting lifelong learning; improving and updating initial teacher training in primary and secondary education to include the teaching and
learning of key competences; financially supporting the development of projects seeking to
consolidate a key competence approach in the
curriculum; and evaluating the implementation of the programme and its impact. The regional implementation of this project through
the Andalusian PICBA programme developed
pilot teacher training modules to assist teachers
with the integration of key competences into the
curriculum, and involved 82 public Andalusian
primary and secondary schools.
Teaching Tool Database – Educational
Research Institute – Poland

The initiative’s aim is to support the implementation of the 2009 Polish core curriculum goals,
including the teaching and learning of critical thinking, scientific reasoning and problem
solving at all school levels. While these comPICBA – National University of Distance petences are often recognised as key in eduEducation and Junta de Andalucía – cation, the practical materials for teachers and
students that help to develop and assess these
Spain
skills are lacking. The Educational Research
The PICBA programme is the regional sub-pro- Institute therefore developed the Teaching
ject of Spain’s national COMBAS project Tools Database in order to help fill this gap. It
(Proyecto para la consolidación de las Com- currently mainly addresses teachers from lower
petencias Básicas como elemento esencial del secondary schools to support their preparation
currículo: Project for consolidating basic com- for lessons and contains tasks in mathematics,
petences as the essential element of the curri- science, Polish language and history that can be
culum), established by the Spanish Ministry of freely used also by students.
Education, Culture and Sport, in collaboration
with the Autonomous Communities in 2011. The Entrepreneurial School – JA-YE –
The project targets all members of the educa- EU
tion community at all stages of compulsory
education (students, teachers, management The European Union recognised the importeams, families, etc.) and its holistic approach tance of entrepreneurship with the Lisbon
includes: supporting competence-based curri- Strategy for Growth and Jobs (Lisbon Euroculum development so as to increase students’ pean Council 2000 and 2005), which required

http://keyconet.eun.org
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member states to support entrepreneurship
education in schools and colleges. The objective
of The Entrepreneurial School (TES) project
is to make it easy for teachers to apply entrepreneurial learning in any subject area and for
any age group. Schools will have access to the
Virtual Guide to Entrepreneurial Learning, a
quality framework and assessment tool, that
will help educators set milestones and assess
progress in 35 teacher-friendly packages and
that, even in the absence of one framework at
national level, could help any educator move in
the right direction on entrepreneurial learning.
To find out more about the 2013 case notes,
consult our project results section of the KeyCoNet website where they will be available shortly.

http://keyconet.eun.org
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KeyCoNet website
http://keyconet.eun.org
What can you do on the KeyCoNet website?
 iew the KeyCoNet introductory video to find out more about KeyCoNet’s activiV
ties and members.
Subscribe to the KeyCoNet newsletter and consult previous issues in the archive.
 ccess news on key competence development from the
A
latest issues of other relevant newsletters we link to,
such as the Eurydice newsletter and the French Institute of Education’s bulletin, as well as recent reports by
the European Commission, the OECD and other international and national organizations publishing on the
topic.
Take advantage of the search tool (http://keyconet.
eun.org/project-results) which filters project results by
country, competence, dimension, learning context, education level and the type of output available.

Which project results can you find on the KeyCoNet website?
 wo full literature reviews on key competence development in school education
T
in Europe and the assessment of key competences, and a summary incorporating
the key results of both reviews.
A catalogue offering a snapshot of key competence development initiatives in
Europe.
Case notes, available in English, French, Portuguese and Spanish, describing interesting initiatives at national level across Europe, related to the implementation
of key competences at school.
 ase studies developed from the most interesting case notes and drafted by reC
searchers and policy analysts on the basis of a rigorous methodology.
A European mapping of initiatives on the development of key competences,
presenting an overview of the initiatives analysed in the case notes.
 ountry overviews providing a global picture of the approach taken to key comC
petence development and the state of progress in each of the following countries:
Austria, Belgium, Estonia, Finland, France, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia,
Spain and Sweden.
 eports on the network’s peer learning visits to Seville and Dublin, with
R
accompanying videos.
http://keyconet.eun.org
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KEY COMPETENCES
EVENTS
During the autumn of 2013 KeyCoNet
partners have organised various national
networking events across Europe. While
events vary in scale, geographical reach, and
nature of participants, the common aim is
to gather expertise and understanding on
how best to implement a key competence approach in school education, disseminate the
project’s results, and enlarge the network’s
membership. You can find out more information about partners’ national networking
events from the events page of the KeyCoNet
website. Below is a snapshot of some of the
recent events which have taken place.

KeyCoNet seminar at the Flemish Ministry of Education (Brussels)
On Tuesday 22 October KeyCoNet’s Flemish
partner, AKOV, organised a seminar on Core
curriculum on the move. Help to determine the
key competences of the future. The successful
event was attended by 120 representatives from
civil society and included a speech by Herman
Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, who linked the conference theme to the European evolutions in education and the labour
market. The day started with an introduction
by the administrator-general of AKOV Ann

Rektorsakademien - The Competence
festival
Held in Stockholm on 7 October, the Competence festival is an annual Rektorsakademiens’ event aiming on inspiring the participants to work with key competences. The
main theme this year was the Skilled School
with the purpose to highlight good initiatives
regarding the implementation of key competences in school together with good examples
of working with competences. The event was
divided into two parts: three seminars with
Charlotte Johansson (Swedish Schools Inspectorate), Ison Glasgow (hip hop duo Ison
& Fille) and Lena Lingman (headteacher at
Glada Hudikgymnasiet) and panel discussions with politicians involved in school policies.

http://keyconet.eun.org
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Verhaegen, followed by the Flemish Minister
of Education and Training Pascal Smet, who
discussed the reform plans in secondary education. In the morning professor Eric Corijn, a
specialist in urban development and interested
in education in the light of the development
of large conurbations, expanded on communication in the mother tongue and foreign
languages, social and civic competences and
cultural awareness and expression. He focused
on glocalisation, metropolitan networking and
the need to rethink education away from curricula based on separate disciplines to curricula
built around learning projects, which integrate
disciplines and competences and stakeholders.
In the afternoon professor Herman Van den
Broeck of the Vlerick Business School discussed the other 4 key competences: mathematical competence and basic competences
in science and technology, digital competence, learning to learn and sense of initiative and entrepreneurship. He expanded on
various related elements ranging from “serious netting”, fast failure (learning from
one’s mistakes in the perspective of lifelong
learning), deliberate practice, to coping with
information overload, planning, dreaming
(innovation, entrepreneurship, creativity)
and cooperation. Herman Van Rompuy also
underlined the value of the work KeyCoNet
is doing and commended the growing awareness of the importance to develop key compe-

http://keyconet.eun.org

tences, and our increasing evidence base on
how to do this most effectively. More information is available on the AKOV website.

KeyCoNet day in Spain, competencies
in Europe and Spain
On 13 November a Spanish KeyCoNet networking event took place in Madrid, coordinated
by UNED and Atlántida, with the collaboration of the Ministry of Education. The event
was attended by over 200 participants. The
aim of the event was to present Keyconet’s current and future activities and results related
to the challenge of implementing key competences in school education, with the prospect
for action within the Spanish curriculum. In
particular the importance of extending the
Spanish pilot model COMBAS to all Spanish schools was discussed. A CD for teachers
containing relevant key competence related
information, including KeyCoNet case notes
and case studies from different countries
across Europe, as well as Spanish material
such as the COMBAS Guidelines for training
on key competencies was also distributed to
participants. The CD provides activities for
teachers to help them integrate competence
based learning in the curriculum, including
some best practice examples from the 150
schools who participated in the Spanish programme. For more information you can also
consult the event’s videos (in Spanish).
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Get Involved!
Would you like to contribute to the work of KeyCoNet? Then check out
how below! To contact us write to keyconet-info@eun.org.
 ecome member of the KeyCoNet Linkedin group! Would you like to share
B
information and discuss key competences development on school education? Then
join our new linkedin group! It is your chance to exchange directly with KeyCoNet’s
partners and associate members across Europe on central issues related to key
competences.
 o you know about any news on key competence development which could be inD
teresting to feature in the next issue of KeyCoNet News? Let us know.
 heck our website to see if one of KeyCoNet’s networking events is due to take place
C
somewhere near you!
 pply for your organization to become an associate member of the network here:
A
http://keyconet.eun.org/partners/associates

What are the benefits of becoming an Associate member?
 pportunity to influence a new policy area of high interest to the European ComO
mission and to have a say in the final recommendations on KCD which will help
shape the EU’s and member states’ positioning on this issue;
 pportunity to network with several leading policy/research/practice organisaO
tions across Europe that have a stake in KCD as well as to identify opportunities
for future collaboration with them;
 pportunity to join networking events or network meetings with local (and posO
sibly non-local) travel paid, and to participate in any of the online activities and
learning opportunities organised by the KeyCoNet network;
 pportunity to gain a solid overview on the state of play of KCD in Europe rooted
O
in sound evidence provided by KeyCoNet policy, research and practice partners;
 pportunity to display the KeyCoNet logo on your website and dissemination maO
terials to demonstrate your organization’s commitment to KCD.
There is no membership fee, nor any reporting duties; only a lot to benefit from!
So, join us (http://keyconet.eun.org/partners/associates) and become a part of our growing community on key
competence development in school education in Europe.

http://keyconet.eun.org
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Find out more
partners:

information about our network’s

Ministries of Education / National agencies

http://www.bmukk.gov.at

http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/
wegwijs/AKOV

http://www.education.gouv.fr/

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/

http://www.ncca.ie/

http://www.eitsa.ee/en/

Universities and research institutes

http://ife.ens-lyon.fr/ife

http://www.eiesp.org

http://www.uned.es

http://www.ie.uminho.pt/

http://www.ie.ul.pt

http://www.uv.uio.no/pfi/
english/

http://www.cicero.fi

https://www.jyu.fi/en/

Practice-related partners

http://www.ja-ye.eu

http://keyconet.eun.org

http://www.rektorsakademien.se
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Gesundheit
& Verbraucher

contact us
We are happy to hear whether you are interested in receiving further information or providing us with suggestions. Contact us at: keyconet-info@eun.org
About european schoolnet
European Schoolnet is the coordinator of the KeyCoNet project.
European Schoolnet is a network of 30 Ministries of Education from across the European
member states, leading educational innovation at European level. As a major international
think tank, European Schoolnet operates key European services in education on behalf of
the European Commission, member Ministries of Education and industry partners.
European Schoolnet’s activities are divided among three areas of work:
Policy, research and innovation: information sharing and evidence building.
Schools services: enhancing cooperation between schools across Europe.
 dvocacy: how ICT and digital media contribute to transforming teaching and learning
A
processes.

Join us on
http://europeanschoolnet.org

@eu_schoolnet

http://www.facebook.com/european.schoolnet

#KeyCoNet

The KeyCoNet project has been funded with support from the Lifelong Learning Programme of the European Commission. Responsibility for this publication lies solely with the author, and the Commission is not responsible for any use which may be made of the
information contained therein.

Health
& Consumers

Santé &
Consommateurs

